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5th Grade Writing Units
Unit Layout

Each unit will contain everything you need to meet all of the 5th
grade writing standards!
Units will include…
-

A Unit Pretest with Standards Based Grading Rubric
All Lesson Plans and Materials
A Unit Posttest with Standards Based Grading Rubric
All Classroom Management Forms
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What is Writer’s Workshop?
Writer’s Workshop is one of the best ways to get your 5th graders writing! After several
years of tweaking and learning and growing, I have found a workshop model that I feel happy
using! It is designed for the basic classroom teacher, with the understanding that time is limited,
and that students and teachers have a lot riding on them. In the age of standards and amazingly
high expectations, teachers can only do so much! With this Writer’s Workshop you will see
success. The ability to differentiate and work one on one with students will empower not only
you, but your writers as well. Check it out and see how easily it will work into your writing
schedule.
Average Time Allotted for Writing: At least one full hour/ 60 minutes {If you have less than 60
minutes, as many schools do now, try to do a fast mini lesson and give as much Independent
writing time as possible. Squeeze share time into another part of your day, if necessary! In
other words, make this set up work in your classroom however you need to!}
10 minutes- Mini Lesson
40 minutes- Conferencing, Classroom Management, Student Publishing, and Independent Writing
10 minutes- Sharing and Celebrating
What are kiddos doing during Independent Writing if they’re not meeting with you? Well,
they’re writing of course! To get help setting up a wonderful Writer’s Workshop, check out my
first Writing Unit- Loving Writing, to find everything you will need. However, I think Independent
Writing time should be used for students to write anything they want. As long as they are
writing, they are doing their jobs. You monitor their work through classroom management and
writing conferences.

Use this Unit to help teach Information Writing in your classroom! For a complete year of
writing, that will guarantee you meet and assess all CCSStandards, check out all of my writing
units, 1-7! Units 6 & 7 will be available soon!
Brief Explanation of Standards we are working on in Unit 5: Ready for this? - this unit has A LOT J
{I Can Statements for each Standards is available in the back}
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2a Introduce a topic clearly, provide a general observation and focus, and group related
information logically; include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2b Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information
and examples related to the topic.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2c Link ideas within and across categories of information using words, phrases, and clauses
(e.g., in contrast, especially).
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2d Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2e Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation
presented.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.6 With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to
produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of
keyboarding skills to type a minimum of two pages in a single sitting.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.7 Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge through
investigation of different aspects of a topic. {This standard is assessed during classwork}
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print
and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase information in notes and finished work, and provide a list of sources.
{This standard is assessed during classwork}
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research. {This standard is assessed during classwork}
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision)
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences.
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What is a Writing Conference?
While writing conferences will definitely look different in each classroom, it’s
important to note that without one-on-one conference time, it will be difficult to
give your writers the support necessary for them to show continual growth.
Conferences will give you data about your Writer’s that will help plan and drive
your future instruction.
Conferences should be held during Independent Writing time and each conference
should last around 10 minutes. Sometimes they will be shorter and sometimes they
will be longer. My goal is to meet with about three kiddos a day and every
students once every two weeks. You may need to alter this goal to fit your
classroom. Don’t stress if you don’t get to all three students signed up {using the
writing conference sign up page provided in unit 1}. You can get caught up the
next day. Give yourself a break and move on. If you find yourself with free
time, up the number of conferences you have each day, focus on your classroom
community, or get caught up on past conferences.
You can use the Conference Data page {one for each student, provided in this unit}
to keep track of what your students show you during writing conferences, as well
as where you’re hoping to take them as learners. You can place these sheets in a
binder, with dividers for each student or you can glue them into a notebook with
sections for each student. The choice is completely yours. However, if you keep
up with your conference notes, when it’s comes time to do Report Cards, you will
be all set! Just pull out your Handy Dandy Writing Conference Notes!
As you get more and more comfortable with the Common Core State Standards,
refer to the Common Core Student Checklist {one for each student, provided in
this unit} to keep track of your student’s progress on one page. Use the Levels
listed below to help you take notes on student achievement.

4.0

Exceeds Grade Level Standards:

3.0

Meets Grade Level Standards:

2.0

Partially Meets Grade Level Standards:

1.0

Does Not Meet Grade Level Standards:

(or 0)

Demonstrates
understanding beyond grade level standards consistently
and independently.
Demonstrates
understanding of grade level standards consistently and
independently.
Demonstrates
partial understanding of grade level standards with or
without support.
Demonstrates
minimal (or no) understanding and does not meet grade
level standards even with support.
7
Appleslices4th.blogspot.com

Informative Writing
Informative writing doesn’t have to be boring! Research can be fun
and interactive. That’s what I strived to reach in this 6 week writing
unit. This writing unit is a little different than my other units. Instead
of working on choice writing pieces, students will spend at least 20
days focused solely on their informative writing pieces. They will be
able to choose the format of their final project as well as their topic.
With your guidance they will narrow down their focus, choose a
presentation format, and complete a thorough and extensive report
on their topic.
Through this process they will also learn how to construct a proper
essay/ informative piece of writing. At the end of the unit, they will
show all they have learned with a post assessment.
To support you throughout the unit, I have included an example of a
research project. This project is in no way perfect nor an exceptional
project. It’s there for you and your students to see if you would like
an example. I encourage you to do the project alongside your
learners. By doing the same work they are completing in class, you
will be able to understand their concerns much better than you would
otherwise.
If you have any questions about the unit, please don’t hesitate to
contact me! I hope you enjoy the unit. It is the hardest and most time
consuming unit I have created yet and I appreciate your business and
support.
Cheers!
Kelly Anne
P.S. In this unit are several PowerPoint Presentations. You can access
these PowerPoint Presentations in your TpT Download. When you
download the unit, it comes in a zip file. Once you "unzip" the file, there
should be a folder titled something like, "PowerPoints and Examples for
Apple Slice's Informative Writing Unit." Inside this folder you will find
another folder titled "How To Lessons" or “PowerPoint Presentations”
In that folder, you will find all of the PowerPoint Presentations you need
for this unit!
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Lesson 1: Pre Assessment - Unit 5 - Informative Writing
Date __________________________

Duration of Lesson:____________________

Objective:

Students will be able to complete a pre assessment showing their
ability to write an informative piece of writing.

CCS Standards
Met:

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.4,
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.7

Materials
Needed:

• Pre Assessment Student
Pages for each student
• 2 Kangaroos Fact Pages
(one for each student)
• Notes Page for each
student

Mini Lesson:

1)

Students have 2
class sessions to
complete this

2)
3)
4)

6)

P
M

Today you want to discover what type of informative
writers your students are. Remember, this is a pre
assessment, so you want to provide as little help as possible.
This isn’t a grade- but a tool to help see how much they need
to learn and grow in the next 6 weeks!
Begin by passing out the Pre Assessment Student Pages and
the Kangaroo Fact Sheet.
Show students the kangaroo video, stopping briefly to allow
them to take notes. Maybe show it two times, if necessary.
If you have the ability, encourage students to find other
resources to learn about kangaroos. Maybe some students
can use classroom encyclopedias, computers, or books. Feel
free to supplement your own materials for lower or higher
level learners, as necessary.
By the end of today, students should have a beginning to their
essay on kangaroos. Tomorrow they will be able to finish
their pieces.
While students work, walk around the classroom and check
in with them. This is an opportune time to take anecdotals
and observe how your students work with nonfiction
literature.

A
S
5)

E
L

• “Running Cool” Kangaroo Video:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/lif
e/Red_Kangaroo#p004vtcj
• Any other resources to teach
about kangaroos

Independent
Work &
Conferencing:

1)

Meet one on one with learners who have signed up for
Writing conferences. There will be no time for free writing
today.

Share Time:

1)

Have students share other writing pieces they have been
working on in their Writer’s Notebook.
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Lesson 1: Pre Assessment - Unit 5 - Informative Writing
Date __________________________
Reflection for
Next Day:

Duration of Lesson:____________________

This is the BEST opportunity to get to know your writers better.
Pretty soon you will be armed with all sorts of data about who
these writers are and what they know. This will allow you to do
some thinking and planning before the unit. While each lesson in
here is provided for you, it is up to you, the fabulous teacher, to
decide which direction you take each lesson. You know your
class, you know your students, and you know what they all
need. Don’t forget this unit is a tool for you to use- but please
make sure your student’s data is what drives each and every
lesson.

P
M

E
L

Grading: There are two rubrics available for you to use in this
packet. 1 is a Standards Based Rubric with the Common Core
Standards. If you use this rubric, you can also keep an eye on
your class strengths and areas to improve with the Standards
Based Class Rubric. The other rubric is the Student Friendly
Rubric. This also follows the CCSS. I recommend using
whichever one works best in your classroom! OR create your
own J

**Note: When grading these writing pieces, be sure to take
your own notes but not write on the student copies. They will
correct and make any alternations necessary in Lesson 4**

A
S
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Name ______________________________ Date _______________________________
Informative Writing Pre Assessment
What do you know about kangaroos? Today you are going to get the
chance to read about kangaroos, watch a video on kangaroos, and
then write a paper informing others about kangaroos. Remember to
take notes while you read and watch the video, cite your sources, and
use your best writing. You will have two days to complete your piece
of writing. Spend the first day researching, taking notes, and pulling
together a rough draft. On the second day you will write your rough
draft and edit and revise your paper.
Planning Page:

A
S

P
M

E
L

Name ______________________________ Date _______________________________
Notes Page
Use this page to take your notes. Don’t forget to write down the
information, your source, and anything else you think is important. It is
important to make sure you use your own words or provide credit to a
source if you want to use their information.

A
S

P
M

E
L

Basic Kangaroo Facts
Kangaroos are the largest marsupials. Marsupials are animals with
pouches on their bellies to carry their young. They belong to the animal
family Macropodia, a name that means large-footed. The title makes

E
L

sense when you consider that their feet and hind legs are much larger
and stronger than their arms. They are the only large animals whose
primary way of moving is hopping. Their legs can’t even move

independently of one another, so they can’t walk. This trait makes it

impossible for them to move in reverse. One of the reasons that they

P
M

are such a national symbol for Australia is that they cannot go
backward.

Kangaroos live up to 23 years in the wild. They’re found in Australian

deserts and grasslands. There are, in fact, more kangaroos than people
in Australia! Kangaroos have few natural predators, but people hunt

them for their meat and their hides. Dingoes, wild dogs, are their other
primary predator.

Red kangaroos reach heights of more than six feet tall and weigh in
at 200 pounds. They can leap as high as 10 feet in the air, and distances

A
S

of 30 feet in a single bound! They can hop at speeds of 45 mph. They
use less energy when they move fast than when they move slowly.
Groups of kangaroos can number in the hundreds and are called mobs.
They are very social creatures, and they often touch noses and sniff
one another. Males box over females. They use their large tails to
balance as they draw themselves up to kick and punch one another. The
dominant male has exclusive access to the females for mating.
A baby kangaroo is called a joey, and it’s as small as a grape at
birth. The baby is blind and hairless at birth, but it crawls by instinct and
smell to the pouch on its mother’s stomach. The mother licks a trail
through her fur to keep the baby from drying out in the heat as it
crawls. It stays in the pouch full-time for the first four months of life. It
is too weak to swallow at first, so the mother uses muscles to pump milk
Written by Rebecca Fedler

Basic Kangaroo Facts Continued

down its throat. It also goes to the bathroom in the pouch. The pouch
lining absorbs some of the pee and poop, but it still gets smelly from
time to time. Then the mother cleans it out.

E
L

Joeys often poke their heads out to have a look around weeks

before they actually leave the pouch. At four months, they’ll begin to
leave the pouch, but are quick to dive back in if scared. They will

continue to hop into their mother’s pouch until she stops them. That's

when they are around 10 months old. The mother will feed them milk for

P
M

about a year and a half. When they’re mature, males leave the mob in
search of females to mate with. Females tend to stay with the mob
they're born into.

Drought, and the heat that goes with it, is the largest concern for

kangaroos. They forage for grasses and shrubs early in the morning

and in the evening to avoid the midday sun. They rest in whatever shade
they can find in the afternoon. They dig holes to find cooler dirt to lie
down in. They also lick their forearms to let the evaporating moisture
cool their blood. And they pant when resting, since they only sweat

A
S

when moving. They can increase the number of breaths they take to
more than 200 per minute. This lowers their body temperatures and
cools their brains.

They can survive levels of

dehydration that would kill most
humans. Kangaroos live in a

harsh habitat, but they have
adapted to meet it. In fact,

they’re so adaptable, that they
are often found living in

suburban gardens, public
parks, and even at golf
courses!

Written by Rebecca Fedler

Name ______________________________ Date _______________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

E
L
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______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

P
M
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______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

A
S

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Informative Writing Pre-Assessment

Notes
and
Evidence:

**Use this page to individually grade writers**
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2b Develop the topic
with facts, definitions, concrete details,
quotations, or other information and
examples related to the topic.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2a Introduce a topic
clearly, provide a general observation and
focus, and group related information
logically; include formatting.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2 Write
informative/explanatory texts to examine a
topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.

Standards reviewed in Unit 5

Name ____________________________________

Level:

A
S
P
M

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2d Use precise
language and domain-specific vocabulary
to inform about or explain the topic.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2c Link ideas within
and across categories of information using
words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., in
contrast, especially).

E
L

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2e Provide a
concluding statement or section related to
the information or explanation presented.

Unit 5 Standards Based Student Pre Assessment Rubric

Extra Notes:
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A
S

P
M

E
L
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Name
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2a Introduce a
topic clearly, provide a general
observation and focus, and group
related information logically; include
formatting.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2 Write
informative/explanatory texts to
examine a topic and convey ideas and
information clearly.

Standards reviewed in Unit 5

A
S
P
M

**Use this page to look at your class as a whole and notice any patterns**
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2d Use precise
language and domain-specific vocabulary
to inform about or explain the topic.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2c Link ideas
within and across categories of
information using words, phrases, and
clauses.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2b Develop the
topic with facts, definitions, concrete
details, quotations, or other information
and examples related to the topic.

E
L

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2e Provide a
concluding statement or section related
to the information or explanation
presented.

Unit 5 Standards Based Student Pre Assessment Class Rubric
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A
S

P
M

E
L
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Informative Writing
Student Friendly Rubric
Qualities of Informative
Writing

Title ____________________________________

Level

Evidence

The writer writes an
informative piece of writing that
examines a specific topic
(CCSS.Lit.W.5.2)

The writer conveys ideas and
information clearly
(CCSS.Lit.W.5.2)

The writing has a strong
introduction
(CCSS.Lit.W.5.2a)

The writing is organized in a
way that makes sense and is
easy to follow
(CCSS.Lit.W.5.2a)

The writer supports the
information with specifics from
other resources
(CCSS.Lit.W.5.2b)
The writer links ideas and
paragraphs with transitional
phrases

A
S

(CCSS.Lit.W.5.2c)

The writer uses precise language
that related to the topic being
discussed
(CCSS.Lit.W.5.d)

The writer provides a strong
concluding statement, pulling
together the entire paper
(CCSS.Lit.W.5.2e)

P
M

E
L

The writer has very few to
none mechanical, spelling, and
revision errors

Notes:

**Rubric for Teachers**

Informative Writing Rubric
Qualities of Informative
Writing

Title ________________________________________

Level

A
S

Evidence

P
M

E
L

Notes:

**Rubric for Teachers**

Lesson 8: Taking Notes - Unit 5 - Informative Writing
Date __________________________

Duration of Lesson:____________________

Objective:

Students will be able to learn how to find reliable and usable
sources.

CCS Standards
Met:

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2a, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2b,
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.7, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.8,
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.9

Materials
Needed:

• Research Notes Page
{Printed front and back}
or something you like to
use

Mini Lesson:

1)

2)

3)

A
S
4)

5)

P
M

E
L

Students may be ready to take notes- but today’s not the day.
You want them to continue reading and reading and reading
for the next two days. However, you will begin talking about
taking notes today.
Students probably have experienced taking notes in some form
or another. If you or your school have a specific strategy you
like to use, them please use whichever you’re most comfortable
with. If not, my Research Notes page is all ready for you to
use.
Review with students what they will be doing today. They will
continue to read about their topic and learn about it. While
they read, they need to be thinking about what they notice is
important in their topic. They also need to be thinking about
their resources. Do they have everything they need to use this
source? Can they locate the author? The title? The date it was
published? They do not need to have everything, but it’s
important that they have a majority of information. Easy Bib
has a great webpage with tips for finding the information in a
resource.
Show your students the Research Notes Page. Let them know
that while they will not be writing anything today either, they
should be on the lookout for this information, so they know that
they have everything.
Allow students to read the entire writer’s workshop- there will
be no time for writing today. As they read, stop every 15-20
minutes and let them share something they’ve learned with a
partner.

Independent
Work &
Conferencing:

1)

Meet one on one with learners who have signed up for Writing
conferences.

Share Time:

1)

Have students share other writing pieces they have been
working on in their Writer’s Notebook.
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Lesson 8: Taking Notes - Unit 5 - Informative Writing
Date __________________________
Reflection for
Next Day:

Duration of Lesson:____________________

Start guiding students to think about what’s important in their topic.
These important pieces will soon become a structure.

E
L

Do you notice any students who need to switch topics? They have
2 more days to make any changes necessary. Act fast!

A
S

P
M
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Name ____________________________________ Date ________________________________

Research Notes

Read, read, read about your topic! Once you have found important information, get as much of the following
information as you can, written down.
Type of Source (Circle One):

Book

Article

Website

Video

E
L

Other: ______________________

Where I found this resource (location or website): ____________________________________________________
Author/Director: ______________________________ Year it was written: _________ Day: ____ Month: _______________

Title: _______________________________________________________________________________

P
M

City where it was published: ____________________________ Date it was published : _________________
Today’s date: _________________________ Other information : _________________________________
Information from this Source that I think is important (Remember to place quotation marks around information if you write exactly

what the author wrote. Otherwise, restate the information in your own words!! If you don’t, it is plagiarism and you will get in trouble for
plagiarizing.):

A
S

Type of Source (Circle One):

Book

Article

Website

Video

Other: ______________________

**If this is a source you have already recorded, write only the title and the author and then the important notes in the box provided.**
Where I found this resource (location or website): ____________________________________________________
Author/Director: ______________________________ Year it was written: _________ Day: ____ Month: _______________

Title: _______________________________________________________________________________
City where it was published: ____________________________ Date it was published : _________________
Today’s date: _________________________ Other information : _________________________________
Information from this Source that I think is important

(Remember to place quotation marks around information if you write exactly what the author wrote.
Otherwise, restate the information in your own words!! If you don’t, it is plagiarism and you will get in trouble for plagiarizing.):

A
S
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M
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L
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Lesson 9: Finding Information - Unit 5 - Informative Writing
Date __________________________

Duration of Lesson:____________________

Objective:

Students will be able to read for information.

CCS Standards
Met:

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8,
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9

Materials
Needed:

• What I Know Student
Worksheet

Mini Lesson:

1)

E
L

• Chosen Topics Page

Learners are given a very important responsibility in this unit.
They need to be able to read for information. This is different
than reading a non-fiction text in Reader’s Workshop. This is
reading for information that students will then write about.
They need to understand their topic forwards and backwards.
They need to be able to talk about their topic to their friends.
They need to be able to answer questions about their topic that
they may not address in their writing. They need to be ready
to learn more about their topic if anybody asks a question that
they’re not able to answer {because let’s be honest- nobody
can know everything but we all have the ability to find an
answer).
2) So today, before doing any research, pass out the What I
Know Worksheet to each student. If a students has switched
their topic, still require them to do this activity. Tell your class,
“It is vital that you understand your topic on many levels. You
need to get into the nitty gritty of your topic! Think about what
you knew before you began researching it. What have you
learned now?” Use everything you know to complete this
worksheet.”
3) Have students answer this worksheet to find what they need to
learn more about. Once they have completed it, send them off
to continue reading about their topic and learning more more
more.
4) While students are working, walk around and using your
Chosen Topics Page, take notes on your researchers. Who has
enough information, who needs more, who is reading the
wrong resources for their topic? Take note and then use this
information to get more resources and try to steer your
learners in the right {or should I say “write” haha!} direction.

A
S

P
M

Independent
Work &
Conferencing:

1)

Meet one on one with learners who have signed up for Writing
conferences. Students will not have time to free write today,
but instead should continue focusing on reading about their
topic. {Still, no notes!}

Share Time:

1)

Have students share other writing pieces they have been
working on in their Writer’s Notebook, or new facts they
learned today.
26
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Lesson 9: Finding Information - Unit 5 - Informative Writing
Date __________________________
Reflection for
Next Day:

Duration of Lesson:____________________

Continue supporting your writers with their research. Ask them
questions about their topic- become interested in their interests.
Try to get them excited and passionate about their topic so their
research becomes fun and not a boring experience. Did you
notice anything about your writers as you walked around today?
Do you need to pull any small groups and do a mini lesson on
reading for research? For narrowing their topic? Jot down what
you notice in the space provided below.

P
M

Possible Small Groups to Pull
Students

Other Notes:

A
S

E
L

Group Focus & When to Pull Them

Appleslices4th.blogspot.com
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Name ______________________________________ Date _____________________________

What I Know

E
L

What do you know about your research topic so far? Without looking at any
resources, answer as many of the following questions as you can, using complete
sentences.

My Research Topic: ___________________________________________________________________
1) In your opinion, what is the most interesting thing about your topic?

P
M

2) In your opinion, what is the most important thing to learn about your topic?

A
S

3) What resources are most helpful when researching your topic?

4) On the back of this page- create a “Graffiti Board” showing all you have
learned about your topic so far. Draw pictures, write small pieces of
information, use keys words, make it clear to anyone who looks at it that you
know a lot about your topic. If there’s anything specific you want to research,
write that down too! This is a gathering page for all your information.

A
S

P
M

E
L
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Lesson 18: Transitions - Unit 5 - Informative Writing
Date __________________________

Duration of Lesson:____________________

Objective:

Students will be able to use transitions in their writing

CCS Standards
Met:

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2c

Materials
Needed:

• Transitions Notebook
Page
• Soil Your Undies Article

Mini Lesson:

1)
2)
3)
4)

5)

E
L

Transitions make writing and presentations flow smoothly or
appear unorganized and poorly thought out. They connect one
idea to another.
If you have previously discussed transitions, look back in your
notebook or anchor charts and talk about what you already
know, as a class.
Pass out the Transitions Notebook Page to students and have
them glue them into their notebooks.
On your chart, write a heading “Transitions” and define
transitions- “Words and phrases used by writers to move
from one idea to another” In Narrative writing, transitions are
more frequently used to show time has passed. In informative
writing, transitions serve a different purpose.
Pass out the Soil Your Undies Article. In order to study the
work of another writer, read the article twice- once to enjoy it
and then again to look for author’s craft {transitions}.
Whenever the author moves from one idea to another, have
students either jot down the word or phrase they use on their
Transition Page. After reading the article and collecting
transition words and phrases on student charts or on your
chart, review them and add any others you come up with, then
challenge students to work these transitions into their own
writing whenever they move from one idea to another. Add
these words to your anchor chart as you go.

A
S
6)

• Chart Paper
• Chart Markers

P
M

Independent
Work &
Conferencing:

1)

Meet one on one with learners who have signed up for Writing
conferences. Students can continue to work on their research
and projects.

Share Time:

1)

Have students share other writing pieces they have been
working on in their Writer’s Notebook or notes and pieces of
information they have learned about their topic!
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Lesson 18: Transitions - Unit 5 - Informative Writing
Date __________________________
Reflection for
Next Day:

NINE more
workshops
days
remaining to
work on this
project!

Duration of Lesson:____________________

How well do your students grasp transitions? As they get better at
writing and see more and more transitions, they will be able to
incorporate them into their own writing easier. Keep adding to
your transitions anchor chart as you see different transitions.
When you meet with students, encourage them to incorporate
these transitions into their project and writing when you see
somewhere they would fit.

A
S

P
M

E
L
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Definition:

Transitions

A
S

Definition:

Transitions

P
M
E
L

Soil Your Undies
Farmers aren’t just planting crops in their fields anymore. Now they’re
planting underwear too! Yes, you read that right. Farmers are taking tightywhities and planting them in their fields with their corn and potatoes.
The Soil Conservation Council of Canada started the project in 2017. They
called it the “Soil Your Undies” campaign. They did mean soil in a good way
though. The council suggested people across the country join in as part of
their National Soil Conservation Week in April. The week had been a bit
boring before, so the council thought it’d be fun to switch things up. The
experiment has since been taken up in some places in the U.S. as well. It is a
fun way to bring awareness to soil conservation.
So, what’s the fuss about? Well, healthy soil enhances biodiversity and
supports sustainable food production. It also creates cleaner air and water
for both present and future generations. Many farmers consider their land
their legacy. Therefore, they want to make sure their land is healthy when
they pass it on to their kids. But everyone should pay attention to what’s
happening to the land we live on. It's important to all of us.
For this reason, the Soil Your Undies campaign began. You see, bacteria,
earthworms, and other critters that make their homes in soil are a hungry
lot. And they’re not picky about what they eat either. Introducing a pair of
knickers to their environment would be just another snack to them. It’s just
more organic material—more food. Therefore, the damage done to the
undies during their time in the ground is a clear indication of the soil’s health.
A healthy soil is a hungry soil.
Overall, the experiment is quite simple. You could even do it at home in
your garden, or at school, if you like. With permission, of course. Don’t
make your school principal or parents wonder why the garden started
sprouting underpants instead of daisies. First, you take a shovel and dig a
hole about six inches deep. Next, lay the undies down flat in the dirt. And
before you ask, no, this does not mean you should be walking around
without your underwear. To do the experiment right, you need to use a new
pair of white, 100% cotton underwear. Then, you cover the underpants with
soil. Leave the waistband sticking out or mark the spot with a sign so you
can find them again later. Lastly, you wait. Two months would show a big
difference to the underwear. If you just can’t wait that long though, then
one month should show some change as well. If, when you remove the
underwear, it’s full of holes and almost just the elastic waistband is left, then
it’s healthy soil. Fewer holes mean fewer hungry critters, which, in turn,
mean less healthy soil.
This test can be a fun way of checking on your soil's health. And for
farmers, it lets them know if they need to change how they're caring for
their fields. Just talk to your family about it first if you want to try the
experiment. Don’t make your dad or brother wonder where his britches
went.

A
S

Written by Rebecca Fedler
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Lesson 28 & 29: Post Assessment - Unit 5 - Informative Writing
Date __________________________

Duration of Lesson:____________________

Objective:

Students will be able to show what they have learned about
informative writing.

CCS Standards
Met:

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.4,
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.7

Materials
Needed:

• Post Assessment
Student Pages for each
student
• 2 Turtle Fact Pages for
each student
• Notes Page for each
student

Mini Lesson:

1)

2)
3)
4)

6)

Independent
Work &
Conferencing:

1)

Share Time:

1)

P
M

Today you want to discover what type of informative
writers your students have become! Unlike the Pre
Assessment, this will be taken as a grade. Be sure to let your
students work independently without your help.
Begin by passing out the Post Assessment Student Pages and
the Turtle Fact Sheet.
Show students the turtle video, stopping briefly to allow them
to take notes. Maybe show it two times, if necessary.
If you have the ability, encourage students to find other
resources to learn about turtles. Maybe some students can
use classroom encyclopedias, computers, or books. Feel
free to supplement your own materials for lower or higher
level learners, as necessary.
By the end of today, students should have a beginning to their
paper on turtles. Tomorrow they will be able to finish their
pieces.
While students work, walk around the classroom and check
in with them. This is an opportune time to take anecdotals
and observe how your students work.

A
S
5)

E
L

• “Turtle Facts” Youtube Video:
http://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=HUXkqRtigEg
• Any other resources to teach
about turtles

Meet one on one with learners who have signed up for
Writing conferences. There will be no time for free writing
today.

Have students share other writing pieces they have been
working on in their Writer’s Notebook.
2) You can also have students share the beginning of their
writing and what they plan to do tomorrow. Even though
this is a post assessment, students learn a lot from one
another so it’s okay to share a little bit of information.
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Lesson 28 & 29: Post Assessment - Unit 5 - Informative Writing
Date __________________________
Reflection for
Next Day:

Duration of Lesson:____________________

As you walk around, what do you notice? How much have your
students grown? Are they taking better notes? Are they using
all of the resources? Are they citing their information? Will they
create a work’s cited page? Remember to continue taking
anecdotals. You want more than enough information on your
learners. All of the information you collect can be used to
complete report cards, create writing goals, and focus and
drive your instruction.

E
L

**You can grade this writing using the rubric of your choice,
most likely the same rubric that you used for the pre
assessment**

A
S

P
M
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5th Grade Common Core State Standards for Writing
Page 1

Text Types and Purposes
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.1 Write
opinion pieces on topics or texts,
supporting a point of view with
reasons and information.CCSS.ELALiteracy.W.5.1a Introduce a topic or
text clearly, state an opinion, and
create an organizational structure
in which ideas are logically grouped
to support the writer’s
purpose.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.1b
Provide logically ordered reasons
that are supported by facts and
details.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.1c Link
opinion and reasons using words,
phrases, and clauses (e.g.,
consequently, specifically).CCSS.ELALiteracy.W.5.1d Provide a concluding
statement or section related to the
opinion presented.

A
S

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.3 Write
narratives to develop real or
imagined experiences or events using
effective technique, descriptive
details, and clear event
sequences.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.3a
Orient the reader by establishing a
situation and introducing a narrator
and/or characters; organize an
event sequence that unfolds
naturally.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.3b Use
narrative techniques, such as
dialogue, description, and pacing, to
develop experiences and events or
show the responses of characters to
situations.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.3c
Use a variety of transitional words,
phrases, and clauses to manage the
sequence of events.CCSS.ELALiteracy.W.5.3d Use concrete words
and phrases and sensory details to
convey experiences and events
precisely.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.3e
Provide a conclusion that follows
from the narrated experiences or
events.

P
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E
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CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a
topic and convey ideas and information clearly.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2a
Introduce a topic clearly, provide a general observation and focus, and group
related information logically; include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations,
and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2b
Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other
information and examples related to the topic.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2c Link ideas within and across categories of
information using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., in contrast, especially).
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2d Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary
to inform about or explain the topic.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2e Provide a concluding statement or section related to
the information or explanation presented.

5th Grade Common Core State Standards for Writing
Page 2

Production and
Distribution of Writing

Research to Build and
Present Knowledge

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.4 Produce
clear and coherent writing in which
the development and organization
are appropriate to task, purpose,
and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are
defined in standards 1–3 above.)
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.5 With
guidance and support from peers
and adults, develop and strengthen
writing as needed by planning,
revising, editing, rewriting, or
trying a new approach. (Editing
for conventions should
demonstrate command of
Language standards 1-3 up to and
including grade 5 here.)
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.6 With
some guidance and support from
adults, use technology, including the
Internet, to produce and publish
writing as well as to interact and
collaborate with others;
demonstrate sufficient command
of keyboarding skills to type a
minimum of two pages in a single
sitting.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.7 Conduct
short research projects that use
several sources to build knowledge
through investigation of different
aspects of a topic.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.8 Recall
relevant information from
experiences or gather relevant
information from print and digital
sources; summarize or paraphrase
information in notes and finished
work, and provide a list of sources.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.9 Draw
evidence from literary or
informational texts to support
analysis, reflection, and
research.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.9a
Apply grade 5 Reading standards to
literature (e.g., “Compare and
contrast two or more characters,
settings, or events in a story or a
drama, drawing on specific details in
the text [e.g., how characters
interact]”).CCSS.ELALiteracy.W.5.9b
Apply grade 5 Reading standards to
informational texts (e.g., “Explain
how an author uses reasons and
evidence to support particular points
in a text, identifying which reasons
and evidence support which
point[s]”).
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Range of Writing

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time
for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single
sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes,
and audiences.

Date:

___________________’s Unit 5
Informative Writing Conference Data

Notes:

Goal:
Evidence that Goal is Being Work
Towards or Has Been Achieved:

P
M

q Keep Same Goal
q New Goal:
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
Date:
Notes:

Goal:

A
S

Evidence that Goal is Being Work
Towards or Has Been Achieved:

q Keep Same Goal
q New Goal:
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
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Brief Explanation of Standards we are working on in Unit 5:
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2 Write informative/explanatory texts
to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2a Introduce a topic clearly, provide a
general observation and focus, and group related information
logically; include formatting, illustrations, and multimedia when
useful to aiding comprehension.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2b Develop the topic with facts,
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information
and examples related to the topic.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2c Link ideas within and across
categories of information using words, phrases, and clauses
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2d Use precise language and domainspecific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2e Provide a concluding statement or
section related to the information or explanation presented.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.7 Conduct short research projects that
use several sources to build knowledge through investigation of
different aspects of a topic.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.8 Recall relevant information from
experiences or gather relevant information from print and
digital sources; summarize or paraphrase information in notes
and finished work, and provide a list of sources.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.9 Draw evidence from literary or
informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

Brief Explanation of Standards we are working on in Unit 5:
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2 Write informative/explanatory texts
to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2a Introduce a topic clearly, provide a
general observation and focus, and group related information
logically; include formatting, illustrations, and multimedia when
useful to aiding comprehension.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2b Develop the topic with facts,
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information
and examples related to the topic.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2c Link ideas within and across
categories of information using words, phrases, and clauses
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2d Use precise language and domainspecific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2e Provide a concluding statement or
section related to the information or explanation presented.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.7 Conduct short research projects that
use several sources to build knowledge through investigation of
different aspects of a topic.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.8 Recall relevant information from
experiences or gather relevant information from print and
digital sources; summarize or paraphrase information in notes
and finished work, and provide a list of sources.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.9 Draw evidence from literary or
informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.
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5th Grade Informational Writing “I Can” Statements

Stuck on goals for students? Here are some great ones to focus on during
this writing unit! These will also be great to put up in your classroom during
this time. You can use the blank “I Can” Statements to add more specific
focuses, like the ones on each lesson plan.

E
L

I can write informative
piece of writing,
conveying ideas and
information clearly.

P
M

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2

A
S

I can introduce a topic
clearly.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2a
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I can provide a general
observation and focus in
my writing.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2a

P
M

E
L

I can group information
logically in my writing.

A
S

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2a

I can develop a topic with
facts, definitions,
concrete details, and
quotations.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2b
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I can write routinely over
extended time frames.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.10

I can

A
S
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CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.

I can

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.
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Thank You
Thank you to those of you who purchase or
download my products! I strive hard to make each
and every product simple to use and effective for all
kiddos in your classroom.
For more information, free downloads and other
products, visit me at my blog:
appleslices4th.blogspot.com
If you have any questions or need any clarification,
please e-mail me at appleslices4th(at)gmail(dot)com .
I will do my best to respond as soon as possible! J
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